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Made to
This neat little apartment on Durban’s beachfront is proof that a 

small space doesn’t have to compromise on style.
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The homeowners
Silvia and Guy Miles 
{WHERE} North Beach, Durban

The daybeds were made in Silvia’s Milestone Kitchens 
factory – they’re simple yet elegant, and extremely 
versatile. “I made two bases the same size as a single bed 

and put them next to each other, head to foot,” explains Silvia.  
“I then covered two single-bed mattresses with an upholstery 
fabric and put cushions along the back. I bought fitted sheets for 
each one so that when we have extra or unexpected guests, they 
can simply make up the beds for a comfy night’s sleep.”
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[THE LOUNGE]
An old scaffolding plank picked up 
on Silvia’s farm in Wartburg was 
fitted with castors and now serves 
as a coffee table that can easily be 
rolled out of the way to make more 
space in the lounge. The ‘scatter 
cushions’ are in fact regular pillows 
that have been covered in an 
upholstery fabric. When extra 
pillows are needed for guests 
sleeping over, these are simply 
covered with white pillow cases; 
there are no unnecessary decorative 
pillows filling cupboards in this 
small space.

Silvia’s son Toby 
checks out the surf.
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sSilvia and Guy Miles’s beachfront apartment is the 
ultimate in lock-up-and-go convenience and it works for 
the whole family – especially their surf-crazy kids! 

The couple, who live in the KwaZulu-Natal Midlands, 
bought this one-bedroom apartment on North Beach 
two years ago and renovated it to small-space 
perfection. Here, their two student daughters and 
teenage son can stay over on weekends and make the 
most of it when the surf’s up. And although it’s on the 
small side, there’s still plenty of room – thanks to clever 
planning, as many as six people can kick back and 
relax after a day in the sun.

“It’s also very convenient for me when I have 
business appointments in the city, an early plane to 
catch or plan to visit my parents,” says Silvia. “I love 
Durban and enjoy spending time here. It has excellent 
restaurants and an interesting nightlife.”

When Silvia bought the apartment in 2014 it was 
rather run-down but as owner of Milestone Kitchens  
she was able to custom-make furniture to suit the space 
– and, of course, add her own personal touch.

The project took about six months and with the help 
of designer Tracy Kelly of Nom de Plume Studio, Silvia 
has created the ideal space. >>

This kind of custom-made kitchen is ideal for small 
spaces; you can create just the look you want and 
you have the freedom to move things around if they 
get in your way. – Silvia 

[THE KITCHEN]
Silvia fitted the kitchen with freestanding units from her Swedish Style range. “I used solid ash 
wood tops in blonde,” she says. Open shelving above the oven provides enough space for 
everyday items such as coffee mugs and glasses, which frees up space in the cupboards and 
minimises clutter. Crockery in white is a savvy choice as it virtually ‘disappears’ when placed 
against a white background. The splashback was done with mosaic tiles from Douglas Jones.
The stools were also made from ash wood. “I stained the legs with Imbuia wood stain from 
Plascon so that they don’t show dirt when you put your feet on the bottom rail,” explains Silvia. 

Smeg appliances in pastel 
green add a cool touch 
and complement the 
Legno Living hardwood 
floors from Oggie Flooring.

The cupboard behind the pillar in the small passage 
(left) provides storage space for a broom, groceries 
and linen, a clever space-saving trick that makes the 
most of an otherwise under-utilised area. 

If drawer space is limited, leave cutlery out  
on the counter for easy access (see opposite) 
– just grab and go! The kitchen counter  

with its ash wood finish offers plenty of seating  
on both sides.

Flip flops wall art  
by SmartArt in  
Cape Town



[THE BALCONY]
This tiny reading nook used to be a 
balcony (it had already been enclosed when 
Silvia bought the apartment) and now also 
serves as an extra sleeping space. “It’s a 
great spot to read a book or page through a 
magazine if you need time out,” says Silvia.

The mattress is narrower than standard 
but it’s still wide enough to sleep on and 
can easily be covered with a fitted sheet.  
As in the lounge, the ‘scatter cushions’ here 
are simply regular pillows. A large mirror on 
the wall creates the illusion of a bigger 
space. “Everybody knows this trick by now, 
right?” Silvia laughs.

The rustic bamboo towel rail close to the front door (top left) 
is a practical addition with ample hanging space for hats and 
beach paraphernalia – there’s even a handy shelf below for 
beach towels. “Everything rusts close to the beach so we opted 
for wood, plastic and stainless steel,” says Silvia.
Old doors with a distressed look (above right) from Seconds on 
West, Pietermaritzburg

The pedestals in the main bedroom are actually bar stools which 
can also be used for extra seating when necessary. 

Create clever storage solutions: for 
example, stash towels and shoes in a 
basket so you don’t keep tripping over 

stuff that’s left lying around on the floor. 

CONTACTS AND STOCKISTS
Jon Ivins 083 679 1769, jonivins.com  

Milestone Kitchens 076 949 5745, 
milestonekitchens.co.za Nom de Plume Studio 

facebook.com/nomdeplumestudio  
Oggie Hardwood Flooring 021 510 2846, 

oggie-sa.co.za Seconds on West  
033 342 6132 SmartArt 021 447 0872, 

smartart.co.za

In the bathroom (right), a beach landscape taken by well-known 
Durban photographer Jon Ivins creates a focal wall and a sense 
of greater space in this small room. Silvia found the picture 
online and asked Jon to print it on wallpaper. 

I used monochromatic 
colours and fabrics with 

simple designs throughout the 
apartment. I also make a point 

of keeping clutter to a bare 
minimum – only keep what 

you use regularly! – Silvia


